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By Ronlad Smith, The Panther

Fresh faces: Freshmen fill the Opal Johnson auditorium to listen to President George Wright and Mayor Frank Jackson.
By Ryan Rudd
News Editor

More than 1,600 freshmen have enrolled this semester, causing the university to
make necessary changes that have affected the
entire student body.
Shandon P. Neal, assistant director
of student and residential life for University
College, said, "The increase in numbers has
required us to expand our services beyond the
walls of University College, and over to University Village. We've hired additional staff,
and it is our anticipation to maintain the same
quality of service to those living in the Village
as those who live in the UC."
With more than 1,000 freshmen liv-
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If I could describe my experience up until this
point in the school year in three words, they
would be fun, energetic, and disciplined."
Despite the huge enrollment, the
freshmen are still enjoying their home away
from home.
Jasmine Cavanaugh, a freshman
business marketing major, said, "I've been enjoying everything, it's been pretty cool, besides
getting worn out from the heat. I like the activities and the entertainment, and the upperclassmen are very friendly and hospitable."
Keeping with their annual focus on
increasing the retention rate and helping the
freshmen to excel socially, as well as academically, the UC has helped keep their residents
aware of the importance of attending college.
"My main focus is school, I just want
to make sure I stay on top of my books so I can
play ball," said Cedrick Langston, a freshman
architecture major.

University Village enforcing

We are the champions

policies leaves mixed emotions

Panthers pull off third Labor Day Classic win

By Whitney Harris
Editor in Chief

By Ryan Rudd
News Editor

Guess who's back?:
J ay-Z drops the most anticipated album
of the year
page 7

ing in the UC, along with an additional 600
· ·ng in Upiversity Village, Neal and his colleagues certainly have their hands full in fulfilling their guarantee.
University Village and University
College have collaborated on several new policies, in an effort to improve the living standards on campus.
The Community Assistants (CAs), in
University College seem to be coping with the
overflow comfortably.
Senior communications major Jessie
Sneed, a community assistant in building 43
said, "I'm very excited about the new generation. The numbers clearly indicate a huge addition and growth of the PVAMU family. As a
CA, I plan on carrying out my duties and assist
in building the student morale."
Athena Johnson, a junior nutrition
major and CA for building 37, said, "The girls
and I have a big sister-little sister relationship.

Coach Frazier and the Panthers began the 2009 season on a good foot on Sept. 5,
as they defeated their archrival Texas Southern University 17-7 at Reliant Stadium before
a crowd estimated at 210, 800 during the 25th
Annual Labor Day Classic.
On the opening drive of the game, the
Panthers' defensive unit displayed its intensity. After giving up a couple first downs, the
defense quickly put the clamps down on TSU's
offense as they approached Panther territory.
TSU's freshman QB Arvell Nelson seemed to
be in a bit of a rhythm when suddenly the Panthers' defense nearly forced him to throw interceptions on two consecutive plays. Shortly
after, Nelson and his unit took the sideline
as the punting unit came onto the field and
PVAMU took possession for the first time. The
Panthers' first drive was not going as expected
for the team. The Panthers immediately came
o~t looking to establish their running game
with Babers and sophomore Michael Jason,
after what seemed to be failed attempts offensively.
"We had a miscommunication be~een the. receivers and the QB," said offensive coordinator Michael Bryant.
Even though this was a misfortune
for the Panthers offensively, they would quickly bounce ba~k and get into the groove. This
was also TSU s only score of the entire game.
On the ensuing possession for the

Panthers, things picked up a bit, as Bluford
began to get the offense into a nice groove.
Bluford displayed some senior leadership, as
he hooked up with junior Shaun Stephens on
a critical fourth and 11 conversion, keeping the
Panthers' scoring hopes alive late in the first
quarter. Just a few plays later, Bluford threw a
21-yard fade to last year's leading receiver Senior Gabrael Osaze-Ediae, giving the Panthers
their first score of the game.
The Panthers' defensive effort played
the most significant role, led by junior LB
Reynaldo Revelta, who received pre-season
SWAC honors, and sophomore Mack Sentry.
'I'he Panther defense managed to limit TSU's
offense to just 68 rushing yards, and 204 total
Yards.
Linebacker assistant John Pearce
said, "Sentry's moment of shine finally came,
and he rose to the occasion. Revelta, a threeYear player who started for my unit, also had a
SOlid game."
At the 6:42 mark of the third quarter,
Brady Faggard's successful 26-yard field goal
attempt put the Panthers ahead 10-7, and at
the end of the period the game looked to go
either way. PV closed TSU's opportunity when
they limited TSU's passing attack in the fourth
quarter to an average 3.9 yards per catch, certainly setting the tone for Bluford and comPany. At the 12:02 mark in the fourth quarter,
Bluford managed to connect with junior Brandon Bell on a 15-yard strike in the corner of the
end zone, to give the Panthers a 17-7 win.
Coach Frazier and his ball club now
have to prepare for the New Mexico State Lobos at Aggie Memorial Stadium in Las Cruces,
R.M. Kickoff is scheduled for Sept.13.

Students
returned to
campus in
shock after
checking
into their
campus
apartments
prior to the
start of the
school year
once notified
that
University Village
promised
Dr. Aaron Hart
to heavily
enforce the
policies of the leasing agreement in response
to an overwhelming number of parent and
resident complaints.
The year's theme for the housing
community is "New Year, New Attitude, New
Swag.n
"We didn't make any new changes;
we are just enforcing them. We want students
to feel comfortable," said Tressey Wilson, assistant vice president for auxiliary services.
Administrators and housing representatives met weekly to discuss resolutions
for areas that seemed to have been a problem.
One plan of action was hiring new General
Manager Dr. Aaron Hart.
"The University Village staff is
committed to your development, providing

See Village on page 2
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Fountain undergoes renovations PVAMU proudly welcomes all new staff members
By Lionel 1-tosby Jr.

Sports Editor

By Rooald Smlh, The Panther

New Look: The fence will remain until the project is done.
By Cierra Liggins

Panther Contributor

In the beginning of the
summer, Prairie View A&M University began its renovations on the
main campus water fountain.
The fountain was out of order during the past school year due
to maintainance problems.
According to the vice president of the physical plant, Richard Norton, "We worked on the

Village from page 1
excellent customer service, and providing each resident with the necessary tools to be successful in an ever
changing and diverse society," said
Hart in the housing community's
newsletter.
Jermaine Jackson, previously with University College, has
also been hired as assistant general
manager and is the new overseer for
the housing maintenance department. "This year we have developed a new team," said Wilson. "The
[Community Assistants] have a responsibility and I think we have an
outstanding general manager. Not
only do we have team players but
people who will support the university as a whole."
Current on-campus residents believe that the change or
sudden enforcement of the community's policies was a direct result of
the overflow of freshmen residing
in University Village. According to
Wilson, the rules were going to be
enforced regardless of the overflow.
Complaints of unwanted
guests in apartments, roommates
who smoke and random pets wandering the apartment area have all
been reported, causing the administration to place more attention on
these areas.
"I definitely agree with the
no smoking thing and I agree with
the no overnight guests rule to some
extent. Sometimes there are situations where someone just needs
a place to stay for a few days but if
it turns into all semester, then no,"
said graduate student Harris D.
Brown.
Students are concerned
that now their freedoms have been
unfairly taken away and that the
new enforcements are not as effective as the administration is hoping.
Terry Barton, a community village
assistant at the University College
who previously held the same position at the University Village.
"Things have already gotten better. The staff is a lot more
active and it's to your benefit," said
Barton, a junior business management major.
Other enforcements in the
University Village housing area are
a mandated 11 p.m. no loitering curfew. A focus on having quiet hours
is also in effect and they are during
the hours of 11 p.m. to 8 a.m. Sunday
thru Thursday and 12 a.m. to 8 a.m.
Friday and Saturday.
"We want you to focus on
your academics," Wilson said.
"They're doing the best
they can do to get the job done," said
Barton.
Campus residents have
been encouraged to speak up. Wilson said their primary focus is to
ensure that University Village is a
home away from home with a safe
environment.
"We are here to support the
students. We would like students to
share information and contact the
general manager or myself with concerns so that we can move forward,"
Wilson said.

tile and sand blasted the paint off,
which now restores the water back
to a beautiful blue color. We also replaced piping, pumps, lighting, motors, and some work around exterior
perimeter bricks."
Norton explainsed that in
order to get the fountain to operate
smoothly, the underground piping
had to be replaced.
When asked about the current progress of the restoration of
the fountain Norton said, "The progress of the project is in full effect,
and is scheduled to be completed on
Homecoming week."

Former L.O. Evans Hall
demolished for safety
By Whibley Harris
Editor in Chief

.
Prairie View A&M University not Only ushered in a new
school year on Aug. 31, but they
also welcomed a new face to the
Office of Student Affairs and Institutional Relations and saw familiar
faces transferred to other departments on campus.
Shante' Moore, a graduate
of Stephen F. Austin State University, joined the Prairie View A&M
University fanu1y after a short stint
in the health field and at HISD
(Houston Independent School District). She jlllllps on board as the

Program Coordinator, a position she
feels can help tie students' college experiences and a real world perspective together. "We're trying to bridge
the gap between the knowledge you
get here on campus and the real
world," said Moore, "We want programs for the whole student body.
Programs that answer the question,
'Hey, I got a degree, now what do I
do?"
She definitely has a lot in
store for students, with programs
handling topics like sex, finances,
table etiquette, and vital information on the record industry. "I realized that a lot of songs on the radio
come from students on this campus,"
said Moore, "So, they need to know
a_bout contracts, publishing, negotiation and other important aspects of
the industry." Moore's position also

·res that she works closely with
regW
Whil h till .
the cheerleaders.
e s e s
is
1 arning her role with the squad and
·e the office Moore is eager to get to
in
,
th
'fi
business and discover e magm cent culture of a HBCU.
Also, Isis McCraw and
JaWana Green have switched posts
and have taken on new roles here
on campus in the ~ffice of Stu_dent
Affairs and Institutional Relations.
McCraw, a graduate of the Prairie
View A&M Business School, has
moved from Orientation to Special
Programs and Cultural Series. In her
new role, McCraw handles everything from the General Assembly to
Black History Programming and everything from Awareness Programs
to the Lecture Series. "I'm trying to
come up with a new approach to all
the programs," said McCraw.

Yearbook staff returns after 10--year hiatus
By Tequilla Lewis

Panther Contnbutor

For the first time since
1999 Prairie View's yearbook staff
will be re-establishing the book of
memories. The yearbook is a school
publication that is compiled usually
by a graduating class, and serves as a
record of the year's activities. Sophomore Charity Nwankpa, an early
childhood education major, proud-

ly serving as the editor in chief of this
year's yearbook staff was interviewed
on the returning of the school's yearbook. The 2009-2010 yearbook staff,
participated in a yearbook conference
in New Orleans. When asked how she
felt about the return of the year book,
Nankpa replied, "We currently have
ten participating editors on our staff,
enrolling them in the workshops will
help deliver a great yearbook."
She added, "This year
we will be featuring past pageants,
school changes, building developments, and generational clothing
styles." Although the theme is confi-

dential Nwankpa has reassured that
this edition of the yearbook will not
be your typical issue. "This April the
yearbook will be issued with every
classification and all activities included, people need to have documented memories, this book will
have history compacted into one entity." says Nwankpa.
For many students, this
will be the first year to have the opportunity of saving college experiences in their own individual books.
It will be a new change for the student body, and a very memorable
and appreciated publication.

Students adjust to new financial aid system
ready paid $37.8 million worth of
scholarships, grants, and loans. The
scholarships include the L.C Anderson Scholarship, AI. Thomas Scholarship, Blackshear scholarship, and
others, all of which are worth at least
$2500 each. As of February 2009,
students had already been awarded
$17,000 in scholarships and grants.

During the last six months,
Prairie View A&M University has
been working on completely demolishing the former women's dormitory L.O. Evans Hall.
L.O. Evans Hall was no
longer habitable and had not been
used for several years because of
safety and health precautions. "[Evans Hall] was just structurally unsound," said Richard Norton, assistant vice president of physical plant
operations.
The $500,000 project is
still active because much more mechanical work needs to be done.
Plans are still being worked out
for what should take the place of
the building. Norton said that the
university is considering landscaping the area and creating a student
park.

Important application
for Spring 2010
graduation changes!!
- Students must apply in the
preceding semester
-Completed applications are
due in the Office of the
Registrar by Nov. 6, 2009

"Every student is eligible to

By Jordan Johnson, The Panther

Patiently Waiting: Students pack inside the financial aid
lobby as they wait to see their counselors for assistance.
By Jordan Johnson

Panther Staff
As of September 1, 2009,
93 percent of the 8,342 students
enrolled at Prairie View were
in paid status, and only 562 of

those students were expected to be
dropped. According to Dr. Carlos
Clark, Assistant provost and head of
the Financial Aid Office. In fall 2008
47 percent were in paid status before
the 12th class day.
Prairie View has already
awarded $103 million, and has al-

VC>L U-~yEER ~EPU'T
REGISTR.AR TR.A.

receive this money" says Dr. Mark
Deaver, associate director of Financial aid, "They just wait till the last
minute when it's no longer available."
The Financial Aid Office
at Prairie View A&M University has
been the focal point of negative criticism, by parents and students alike,
as seen in prior years.
Ashley Ross, a senior psychology major from Austin, Texas
said she was dropped from her class~
es because she failed to be awarded
the necessary amount of aid to cover
her tuition and fees.
"Maybe better communication between the students and the
staff would result in less confusion."
Ross said.
Senior computer engineering major Ronjae Henderson, had a
completely different experience with
financial aid. "Don't wait until the
last minute" said Henderson.

C>TER
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2009--10 student leaders welcome

student body to new school year

Robert Powell
I want to say welcome back

Chelsee Hill

Michael Love
Hello all, I would like to
introduce myself to all of you. I:m
Michael A. Love, 2009-2010 Mr.
Prairie View A&M University.

Tiffany Freeman

to this great university we love to
call ''The Hill." My name is Robert A.
Powell II, a graduating senior.from
Oklahoma City, Okla., pursumg a
bachelor of science degree in civil
engineering. I am your 2009-2010
student body president.
Whatever questions, concerns or opinions that you have
concerning our university, Student
Government Association (SGA)
serves as your official voice. SGA
works to meet the needs of all students through our relationship with
administrators. We will make it a
priority to bring to their attention
certain goals and aspirations we
have as a student body. I encourage you to also personally seek out
a relationship and network with faculty, staff, and administration. A few
important upcoming events are the

SGA interest meeting on Sept. 10,
the fall semester career fair on Sept.
16 and 17 and also a town hall meeting Sept. 29.
We can improve the academic success of our student body;
we can boost our student morale;
we can reduce our dropout rate; we
can hold professors, administrators,
and board members accountable for
their actions; we can make sure our
student rights are protected; we can
make sure our students and campus
are safe. We can be the change we
seek. YES WE CAN!
Feel free to come and join
us in this movement. We are always
here to support you and if you would
like to speak with us personally,
drop by the office in the Memorial
Student Center, room 223 or call us
at 936-261-1354/1355.

Hello Prairie View Panthers, I am Chelsee Bianca Hill and I
am grateful and very excited to serve
as your 2009-2010 Miss Prairie View
A&M University. I am a 21-year-old
senior majoring in psychology from
The Woodlands, Texas.
Besides being a student at
Prairie View A&M University, I have
had the opportunity to be involved
in many activities. I am a third-year
member of Panther Advisory Leaders, the Psychology Club, the Association of Black Psychologists, and a
member of Psi Chi the National Society of Psychology.
My goal is to become a professor in the field of psychology. The
foundation of my platform is health,
which branches into two baskets:

mental and physical health.
The motto for my year is
to be "Motivated and Moving." The
issue of physical health in my platform will be to help tackle weight
gain and infonn others on fun and
accessible ways to stay healthy and
in shape. Also, I believe mentally we
can inspire each other to take action and reach goals, balance school
and social life, and prepare for our
future. I believe with this, students
can come together to encourage one
another to obtain these goals.
Being here at Prairie View
A&M University is an experience of a
lifetime that I hope you take advantage of and enjoy! See you around on
The Hill.

I am honored to represent
and serve you by implementing
groundbreaking, thought provoking
programs and events throughout the
year that will focus on student empowerment, leadership, good conduct, and the importance of knowing who you are as an individual, as
well as a team player.
During my first couple of
weeks as Mr. Prairie View, the yard
bas shown me a lot of love, and it is
a priority of mine to show you the
same love, and give you the high
level of energy that you have given
me.
I have many goals in place
for this academic year, which include: learning from you, my brothers and sisters in the great climb to
the top of that Hill, creating a shift
in the paradigm of the males on
this campus, and raising awareness
of the requirements and benefits
of running for Mr. Prairie View, to

name a few. To run for Mr. PVAMU,
you must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.0, at least 30 credit
hours, and be single (unwed) without any children.
To
younger brothers
and sisters, yo have set out on a
quest for knowledge at this institution, and stand at the end of the
known universe.
As you peer out into the
darkness of the unknown, take those
steps of faith, and let good intentions and hard work light your path
to treasures unknown. Be strong for
yourself, and for one another when
the time comes, and always strive to
be your best. You know what they
say, "Shoot for the moon. Even if
you miss, at least you will be among
the stars!" Remember, I'm here for
you all so feel free to approach me
with your concerns and thoughts.
May God bless you, and may God
keep you.

We have planned events
Welcome back PANTHERS
for the 2009-2010 school year. I am such as PV Connections, Go Karts,
Tiffany Freeman, a 21-year-old se- Baby Dome parties, and the FAnior business marketing major from MOUS HUMP DAY!
Dallas, Texas, and I am the director
High energy, creative ideas,
of Campus Activities Board (CAB).
and spirited people are the driving
CAB's main purpose is to force behind CAB.
engage the student body in interWe encourage all students
active activities, and help students to participate in events, and open
create their own unique "PV Experi- · your minds to new and thrilling acence".
tivities.
We like to focus on activiWe look forward to hearing
ties that boost student morale and your ideas to take the campus to the
encourage camaraderie.
next level in social events.
We are looking forward to
Feel free to stop by our ofan exciting school year filled with fice located on the 2nd floor of the
events that everyone can enjoy.
MSC suite 221A.

Viewpoint: Speak up or shut up
This writer is at a loss as to
how anyone can be in support of the
health care reform plan. The Obama
a dministration has made so many
slip ups, trips and stumbles in this
"run for reform" that it's truly amazing that they can even claim to be
moving toward an earth shattering
change anymore.
.
Since this push began, it's
been one problem after another.
There was the "pulling the plug on
grandma" fiasco, where this administration had the audacity to inc1ude
"end of life counseling" to the elderly in its plan for change. Even after the attempt to make it painfully
clear that this so called "counseling"
would not be mandatory for citizens
over 65, the president then stated
that the intent was to "simply make
sure that you've got more information, and that Medicare will pay for
it." It is interesting that the option
is being proposed to give more information to those who are about to

die, and we can't get more for women who are thinking about terminating their pregnancies.
Why is this a big deal? I'm
glad you asked. When President
Bush was in office, we were all upset and angry when he wanted to do
unwarranted wire tapping on our
phones. Now, President Obama has
been making ads asking you and
your friends, family and associates
to pass on e-mail from each other to
the White House for their records.
What happened to STOP SNITCHING?
All of this criticism, however, does beg the question, why can't
we just let the man do what he wants
to? I say, why should we? If the past
eight years have taught us nothing,
they should have taught us that letting the President go unchecked is
not really a good thing.

Bradford Traywick

How do you feel about L.O. Evans Hall
being knocked down and replaced by a
student park: How would you like to use
this area:
"I feel good because it was just another spot at the university that was
not being used. More parking spots
would be more effective because
there are not enough spots for students and faculty to park."

Tamera Laster
Senior
Kinesiology

"There was no reason for the
building being there and putting the park there is crazy.
They could use the space to put
another band hall.,.

Keith Alix
Freshman
Vocal Music Performance

"I believe it should be knocked
down but, it was a historical landmark so it will be missed. If I had
the chance to talk to administration I would want them to put a
cafeteria there instead.,.

Ayana Lewis
Junior
Education

"It was just there to be there and
taking up a lot of valuable space. I
would want a recreational center
so we would have something to do.

Joseph Narcisse
Junior
Business Management

"I feel good. It was taking up some
dead space and I think turning
it into a hang out spot would be

perfect."
Ben Davis II
Senior
Social Work

By Ronald Smith, The Panther
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Cross c
ountry teams open
season in 'E
ex:as State campus
By Lionel Mosby J
Sports Editor
r.

U .
. The Prairie View A&M
niversity men's and women's cross
country teams
their mile
1ong season last started
week on the cam~=~f Texas State University. The
ers and Lady Panthers competed against teams across the state
as Texas, Angelo State and Texas
Perm·
ti
. Ian Basin, among others parcipated in the event.
.
On the women's side Praine View finished fifth overall due
to ~ l9th and 25th place individual
finish by sisters Leticia and Guadalupe_ Bustamente, respectively.
Both Sisters ran the three miles in
under 21 minutes. Angel Brooks also
helJ?Cd the Lady Panthers' cause by
pacmg herself to a time of 21:26.
Three more ladies, Branee Robinson, Whitley Dobbins and Jelissa
Phillips, all ran times ~nder the 26
minute mark.
The men's team also ran
strong in their first meet of the year
finishing fourth among tough com~
petition. Juan Morales, who finished
his five-mile run in 28:57, led the
men. His teammates, Adrian Davis,
Matthew Jones, and Errol Hampton,
produced great times, as they ended
the race in the 22nd, 23rd, and 29th
spots.
The two teams ran great
races and will be looking forward to
continuing their success Saturday,
Sept. 12, in the Texas A&M Invitational, taking place on the campus
of Texas A&M University in College
Station, Texas.

Another year, another win: The Prairie View A&M University football team (top) celebrates its victory in the XXV annual
installment of the State Farm Labor Day Classic. The nationally
recognized Panther cheerleading squad (left) definitely kept
the crowd involved as they performed the entire game on
the sidelines. TSU's defenders (bottom) made sure the Tigers
stayed in the game with great plays, while Prairie View supporters emphatically cheered their team to the 10-point win.

Lady Panthers finish second in
TSU volleyball tournament
By Jeremy Malone
Panther Staff

Over the Labor Day weekend, the Lady Panther volleyball
team played in the 2009 TSU Season Opener Volleyball Tournament.
Showing promise, winning their first
two games against Mississippi Valley and Dillard, the Panthers failed
to sweep the competition as they
lost their final match of the tourney
to Texas Southern. One thing is for
certain, the Lady Panthers play hard
with excitement and fire. Simply
a must watch on the Prairie View
A&M University's campus.
In the first game against
MississippiValley,PrairieViewdominated all three games to sweep the
match. The Lady Panthers seemed
to be the better team straight out the
gate, winning the three matches 2518, 25-23, and 25-13. The team leaders were Sapphire Reid with 13 kills,
Sarah Garcia with 19 digs, and Erin
Fondel with 28 assists.
It seemed like more of the
same in the second contest against
Dillard. Prairie View continued their
dominance and opened up strong,
winning the first two match~s
against DU 25-22, 25-20. But Dillard wasn't going home that easy,
winning the next two matches 25-21
and 25-20 to send the game to the
crucial fifth match. The comeback of
Dillard was to no avail, as the Lady
Panthers won the game in the fifth
match 15-12 to set up a final with
Texas Southern. The team leaders in
the Dillard games were Cheri Lindsay with i6 kills, Sharonda Marsh_all
with l6 digs, and Erin Fondel with
28 assists.
No more than 30 minutes
had passed before the Lady Panthers
had to be ready to play Texas Southern in the final game. Having to play
back-to-back games, the Panthers
lost the first two matches on Texas
Southern's home floor 25-23, 25-21.
Prairie View, in a bard fought game,
came out with a 25-21 win. Unfortunately, on this day Texas_ So_uthern
was the superior team, wmrung ~e
fourth and final game 25-22 to win
the match. The team leaders were
Sharonda Marshall wi~ 1 ~ Sar~
Garcia with 15 digs, and 1un1or Enn
Fondel with 36 assists.
It was a pretty good week:
end for juniors Fondel and Chen
Lindsay, making the All-Tourn~ment Team. The Lady Panthers will
be playing at McNeese State at a ~o
day tournament starting Sept. 11 m
Lake Charles, La.

All photos by Ronald Smith

VOTER REGISTRAq:'IO_,N" DRIVE
WHEN: SEPTEMBER 23, 2009
WHERE: WILLIE A. TEM"PTON SR. MEMORIAL
STUDENT CENTER
TIME: 1 :30P. M. - 3:30P. M.

W "':ill r gist r anyone "vho would like to become
a rcg1 s t "'red voter in waUer County.

The Panther

Lifestyles &
Health
h'DITh'D 8\ SIU\\\ MUKER SIULKEIU7@PWIL.IIDI
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Spotlight: Who is doing what?
~

By Ronald Smith, The Panther

Check out my art w ork: Mitchell Johnson shows off his version of modernized pop art.

By Shayna Walker

LH/AE Editor
The 2009-2010 school year
is off to a fruitful start, and yet again
the productive students of Prairie
View are blossoming academically
as well as artistically.
Sophomore communica-

tions major Mitchell Johnson, also
known as Mickey, is being spotlighted for his artistic ability as a painter.
Beginning as early as the
second grade, Johnson has been
expressing himself creatively. "I remember my daddy gave me a paintbrush in one hand and a children's
coloring book in the other. All the
children had them but he gave me
more," said Johnson.

Johnson's artwork is influenced by American painter Andy
Warhol, the leading figure of the
pop art movement. In the late 1950s,
the visual art/ pop art movement,
emerged in the United States, challenging traditional art by taking
themes and figures from popular culture and combining it with fine art.
Johnson classifies his art as
modern pop art of the new millennium. "I have a collage with artists like

<

Life Etiquette

,,

1

ticed about me my freshman year here
at Prairie View."
There is also a dark side to
Johnson's artistic ability. One painting of half his face and the other half
monster which symbolizes the good
and bad side, and pieces of broken
glass were attached to the painting
to show that people should look in
the mirror and see the faults that lie
within before pointing out the faults in
someone else.

't

A '1' T'E NTION STUDENTS!
1

-

!-:

The New Kids and Kanye West to
symbolize our generation," said
Johnson.
Love had given Johnson fuel to his artistic fire when
he created a painting symbolizing the day he met his girlfriend.
Johnson said, "This painting has
sentimental value to me. It is a
picture of my girlfriend and me
with a shoe in the middle. That
was one of the first things she no-

~-'

~

1

=

"Friendship"
By Tenelnger Abrom-Johnson

Panther Contributor

"WHAT did you say to me,
friend."
What happens when someone has
hurt your feelings, and that someone is your friend? Our so-called
friends are often the ones who
hurt us and do not apologize for
doing so. Meanwhile, in the back
of our mind we are taking count
and adding up the strikes. Maybe
we need to rethink if these are
really friends or acquaintances.
These are people we're interacting with, but are not friends.
Before the friendship diminishes
to nothing, here are some helpful hints that will assist you in
building and maintaining healthy
friendships.
First, remember to remain as
calm as possible. Secondly, if the
jab was made in public, pull your
friend to the side and explain
how you felt about the jab. It
could be possible your friend was
unaware that it hurt your feelings. Lastly, forgive and move
on. If the person is made aware
of your feelings and apologizes,
you have a lasting true friend. If
the friend doesn't apologize, you
know where you stand; forget it
and move on.
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By Dontae McCray
Panther Staff
Blueprint One is a certified
classic, Blueprint 2 was solid but
not the classic its predecessor was,
so the question is where does Blueprint 3 stand? If the demand for the

is Born. It's a solid track where Jay
pays homage to all the rappers like
Eminem, 50 cent, DMX, Diddy and
others who have risen & fallen during his run as hip-hops king. "As Real
As It Gets" ft Young Jeezy, which is
slated to be the next single, is one of
the best songs on BP3. Jeezy brought
his A game with his verses and with
great production by The Inkredi-

is another well placed feature that
matches two Ne~ Yorkers paying
homage to their city. l<eys' voice is
perfect for the hook and Jay has cool
quotable lines like "I lllade the Yankee hat more famous than a Yankee
can." So Ambitious" featuring and
produced by Pbarrell is a smooth
track to ride to about Staying true to
your dreams, ignoring haters, and

album
means
TUC BUJEPRIMT 3
JA.Y-Z
nli;
anything it's a
greatalbum. The
original release
date was Sept
11 as an eight
year anniversary
since the release
of the first but,
due to leaks and
bootlegs was released on Sept
8. Jay-Z caught
a lot of buzz/
backlash
this
summer
with
the release of
the song D.O.A
(Death of Auto
tune) mainly by
younger artists
and
bloggers
alike began feel~~hy~
- ---COC'ft
going to ignore ' ----------------------~
Courtesy of Google

the younger audience altogether on
BP3. Not so "Run This Town", featuring Kanye West & Rihanna, "Off
That" ft Drake will definitely catch
the ear of the younger audience.
Despite getting outdone by
Kanye West on the single "Run This
Town", Jay-Z has not lost a step. In
typical Jay fashion the album is filled
with A-List producers with Kanye
doing a bulk of the production like
on BP1, starting to catch the theme
here? BP3 stands out with A Star

bles. Jay, holding up his part of the
deal and this song, will be a staple
on the radio and CD decks. While it
was disappointing not to hear Drake
put down the hook on "Off That" it
would have been interesting to see
how he would have done putting
down a verse with HOV, Jay bandies it fine though in another track
boastfully telling young rappers how
he's off the trends there on and off
to bigger better things. "Empire
State of Mind" featuring Alicia Keys

NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY

staying persistent.
While
no tracks on
BP3 are horrible
it's not a classic.
Whether it's the
heavy number
of features or
tracks like "Hater"
featuring
Kanye.
From
two artists with
thatkindofability and as much
hate as they
have received
in their careers
I expected a lot
more. Kanye's
flow is kind of
elementary and
Jay's is kind of
~~~~
provide stellar

verses like he is capable of. "Reminder" is a track to restate his accomplishments and status to those
who may have forgotten and inform
the younger rappers/fans who may
not be as familiar. I believe it's one
of the pitfalls Jay runs into bragging
a bit too much on one song while he
laces you with his greatness through
his album, the track could have been
left on the cutting room floor.
Jay has an album worth
listening to.

N SA

NSA is Coming to Your Campu
At the National Security Agency (NSA), you ill rk on the most interestin1 Nd
challenging projects that you can't do anywhere else. Your mlutions can play a
major role in protecting the security of the Nation

To leam more about ho you can contributet visjt N on )'Our campus and
explore our eiciting career opportunities and incredibJe benefits packageJ
including flexible work schedules and competitive pay.
Career Fair: September 17 IO a.m. - 3 p. m.

Willie Tempton Memorial Student
Center Ballroom

Open

Mic

I AM NOT SECOND BEST
(THE IMAGE OF YOU)

By Jacqueline Sadberry

Managing Editor

I am not second best
I am not second best
I am NOT second best
I am NOT second best
I AM NOT SECOND BEST
Why am I lying?
And most importantly, why am I
lying to myself?
I've become infatuated with you
But not the man,
Just the image of you
The image who I met that was everything
I could want
But the man came along and messed
itup
And why am I trying?
Especially with someone like you?
Maybe love is a game to you
But for me,
This is serious
Don't get it twisted
You are not the first man to notice me
And you certainly won't be the last
So realize that I could've giveJ;J my
heart
to another man,
But I decided to give it to you
However, not even you will get the
honor
Of receiving my affection
Instead I'll keep it to myself
Still the image of you is seared in my
brain,
causing an infection
Sometimes I feel like crying
Only because I'm tired of this
When is it going to be my turn for
love?
But even this poem is a waste of ink
Because a man like you
doesn't even deserve that
much
I'd curse you,
But I'd have to curse myself too
Because somehow
I still like you
Well,
The image of you

ln11ni1W Sessions: September 18
Pft# · ,gJ(IIJT ~ ad an IIMffria# tnmst:ript
URtltlf attemt J1/e e ttppl:, onlne.

,r,-

Eiplore the f olowin1 career apportunilieS:
• ComputerJElectrical Eneineermg

• Cornputer ience
• rntormatton Assurance
•

theml. S

• F eign Lantuaee
• Intelligence An is
• Cryptanalysis

• s1rnats Anafysts
• B ~ness Management
• Finance &
ntint
• rnternships

-~

• Schdarships
F« more intormatiOfl about NSA and complete tist
of our career oppa-tun · · , visit our eb ite.

1. Why is the class of 2013 so "ride or die'? 2. Don't they know
throwing up your building at the Knights of Columbus is not
a good look? 3. How many people started to doing the PV
shuffle at clubs? 4. Who was the guy who shot put his girls
clothes over the third floor balcony in the Phases? 5. When
did the campus explode with so many celebrities? 6. We have
Lil Boosie, Keri Hilson and Drake, wbo else will be making an
appearance? 7. Who was the dirty booty who landed a dirty
load in building 36? 8. Who were the people tipping over the
carts in the Phases? 9. Who else thinks the Marching Storm
is running out of good songs to play? 10. What is the point
of that random wall in the MSC? 11. Doesn't it cause more
controversy than actually helping direct traffic? 12. Who else
hates the salad dressing jugs in the MSC? 13. Who was the
PAL who wore his PALS uniform at the battle of the bands?
14. Is it just us or are the PALS live this year? 15. Or, are they
just going live? 16. Who is the young lady who changed his
wardrobe to look like a better man this year? 17. Who is the
girl who looks like rouge with her new hair dye? 18. Who is
her male twin with the same hair effect? 19. So, will the AKA
line be better this semester or will the Gamma Sig's take over
again? 20. What do you think?

This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not the views of The Panther.
Want to tell us what you think? Please bring your comments and questions to Rm. 219 MSC or
e-mail us at panther@pvamu.edu. Questions are printed at the discretion of'Ibe Panther.
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Brought to you by: Student Government Association
For More In.formation Contact: ext. 1354

FALL 2009 CAREER FAI R WEEK ACTIVITIES
G ET CONNE CTED!

MVJ1Mav
Jk°tlem~
~
Resumear
_:~vansall
. .2 &r
1 o:oo a .m . - 4 :00 p .m .

Mock Interviews - Evans Hall, 2 nd Floor
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p . m.
Classroom Visit - Campus Wide
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p .m .

I.C. Gordon Student Recognition Banquet
Willie A. Tempton MSC Ballroom
6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m .

Tuesday, Sep tember 15
Classroom Visit-Campus Wide
Student Senate Chamber
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p .m .

Resume Fair-Evans Hall, 2 nd Floor
1 0 :00am - 4:00 pm
Information Sessions
Various Campus Locations
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p .m.

f,m'Ondav
§!lsntun~
on-Tech ~areer
t=ar

¥

Graduate School Day
Willie A . Tempton MSC Ballroom
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p .m .

Networking Social
Crowne Plaza Brookhollow Hotel, Houston, TX
6:00 p .m . - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, September 17

iTechnical Career Fair (SMET)
Willie A. Tempton MSC Ballroom
10:00 a .m. - 3:00 p.m.

Next day Interviews
8:00 am - 5:00 pm

frlday, September 18
Next day Interviews

For Further Information Call
936-261.-3570

Prairie View A&M University
Division of Student Affairs
Career and Outreach Services

carecrs@pvamu.edu
For assi~tance with disabilities

www .pvamu.edu/careerservcies

This Week On The Hill
Thursday, September 10
Prince of Peace COGIC
Anchor in the Lord
Water Fountain
CAB
Prairie View Connection
Memorial Student Center
Auditorium Rm. lll
Panther PHDs
HIV/AIDS
William J. Nicks Athletic
Complelt New Gym

Friday, September 11
Brotherhood Project
Brotherhood Recruitment
Memorial Student Center
Foyer

Saturday, September 12

Sunday, September 13

Monday, September 14

Tuesday, September 15

Wednesday, September 16

All-Faiths Chapel
Worship Experience
10 a.m.- 11:30 am.

University Village
Talent Show
Memorial Student Center
Auditorium Rm. 111

Career Services
Fall 2009 Career Fair
Memorial Student Center
Ballroom Rm. 201-203

Census Date ( 12th Class
Day)

Intramural Sports
Flag Football
Intramural Field

Multicultural Affairs
Hispanic Heritage Month
"Kick Off" Mariachi
Music/Cafeteria & Pardus
Memorial Student Center
Foyer
Special Programs
Lecture Series
Memorial Student Center
Auditorium Rm. 11 l &
Student Lounge

LAST DAY to Drop
Course(s) without
academic record
Career Services
Fall 2009 Career Fair
Memorial Student Center
Ballroom Rm. 201-203
Career Services
Fall 2009 Career Fair
Memorial Student Center
Ballroom
CAB
Hump Day
Alumni Field

